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Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing 
A remarkable accomplishment 

Bold
Where once ageing may have been thought by some to 

be a stand-alone issue or afterthought, in 2002, the 
General Assembly understood that the demographic 

transformation had profound consequences for every 
aspect of individual, community, national and 

international life.
The First

To put the issue of ageing and old age on the 
international agenda. Governments agreed to link 

questions of ageing to other frameworks for social and 
economic development and human rights.

Collaborative
Drafted by several major stakeholders: Governments, 

UN entities, academia and NGOs
Comprehensive Resource for Policymaking

Emphasized the notion of dignity, celebrating longevity, 
adopting a life course approach, addressing marked 

deep inequalities, highlighting importance of 
expectations and preferences of older persons, 

stomping-out misleading and negative stereotypes and 
exclusionary practices at the local and national levels, as 

well as calling for recognition of older persons’ 
contributions, strengths, resourcefulness and humanity. 



Fifth cycle of the review and appraisal of 
the implementation of the International Plan of Action on Ageing
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25th AnniversaryProgress report

https://social.desa.un.org/issues/ageing/madrid-plan-of-action-and-its-implementation-main/madrid-plan-of-action-and-its


Thank you.
EMAIL ageing@un.org
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